AESE

315-2 Neung-dong, Gwangjin-gu
Seoul, Korea

CEA

coLBoC
FRANZEN
&ASSOCIES

SEPTEMBRE 2013

N° 218
Special Exhibition facility

Page 1/5

Montauban Multimedia library

SEY ZEDIY =A#

Colboc Franzen & Associes
EE3 T M 0pbAlA




Archiworid

315-2 Neung-dong, Gwangjin-gu
Seoul, Korea

SEPTEMBRE 2013

N° 218
Special Exhibition facility

Location Montauban, Franca
Function Public facility

Total floor area 3,800

Stories B1, 3FL
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The construction of Montauban’s new multimedia library is the spearhead of an urban
redevelopment project in the eastemn parts of town. It will form a gateway into the
town, an create an identity for neglected neighbourhoods and provide an emblem for
the town of Montauban. It also had to reinvent what a library is for. Knowledge is going
digital, so what issues have a bearing on this kind of programme? Montauban’s multi-
media library gives a spatial context to and a material representation of information
and haw it is shared.

The land on which the multimedia Fbrary is to be built is bordered and intersected by
the geometrical lines left by history. The road that cuts across the site is a former royal
road laid out by Louis XIV; the old layout and therefore part of the buildings neighbour-
ing the library are governed by this geometry. The road that runs along the southem
side of the site is a 19th-century bypass, whereas the roads and buildings to the north
are influenced by the construction of the Chaumes complex between the 1960s and
the late 1970s. Designing the project induced us to divide the building into three equal
parts - a citizens forum, a large reading space called Imaginary Worlds' that encourages
people to explore and meet each other, and reading and working rooms.

By setting the three different parts of the project on top of each other and swivelling
the top flaor so that it shares a diagonal with two storeys below it and then connecting
them by triangulation, we establish an interesting internal space that addresses the
project’s needs and takes account of the site’s geometry, The ground floor and the first
fioor therefore follow the line of the 19th-century road. The overhang is slightly truncat-
ed to echo the bend in the bypass. The second floor is laid out perpendicular to Louis
Vs road, ensuring that the building and the roof ridge are aligned with the geometry
of history. Lastly, the triangulation matches the geometry of the recent urban develop-
rmsent in the northem part of the site.

Visitors will therefore approach the library under the northemn overhang from the areas
where developrnent work is engoing. The building protects them from the noise from
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the bypass and from the prevailing south-easterly wind. It also gives architectural
expression to the political desire to welcome in local residents, for who have lived
through some hard times and whose future development is ongoing. The citizens”
forum on the ground floor is there for use by passers-by and to welcome visitors inside.
There is a large foyer that gives the latest news, a literary café, a 120-seater auditorium,
and an exhibition room. It also contains the service entrance and the administrative
offices. The central foyer has a direct visual link to the first floor, which houses the
“Imaginary Worlds, a place of exploration and discovery for visitors of all ages. It has
tiered reading areas to ensure a visual and spatial connec-tion with the second storey,
which is posi-tioned as a mezzanine above the Tmaginary Warlds, giving it the benefit
wof natural light when the sun is high in the sky. Big plate glass windows at the edges of
the two flat reading corners frame the stand-out features of the surmounding area,
which are the gateway into town, a copse of hundred-year-old trees, and Montauban
tewn centre. The initial geometrical positioning of the building ensures that the interior
of the library resanate with the town outside.

Positioning it this way lends. structural support to the overhandgs, Two main steel girders
run along the top floor and carry it, and they are propped up by four posts. Two of these
are positioned at the comers of the lower levels, while the other two hold up the points
of the overhangs and situated on the sides of the lower floors, This means that there are
na carmying walls inside, allowing for extremely flexible usage.

The building is choaked in a baked clay skin, which is a reference to Montauban's typical
brick exteriors. This skin consists of shingles, which operate as shading devices on some
of the ground floor walls, They keep the staff's offices cool and private. Only the large
glass panes of the reading areas pierce the unusual baked-day-coated mass. The wse of
dyed concrete for the outside areas brings to mind the pebblestones used in the pave-
ments of the old town.
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